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576 CODEX ALEXANDRINUS. [April, 

and may call for an examination, more than usually critical, of his 
statements of fact and imputations of motive. The personage whom he 
brings before us is one of the most remarkable of modern times, singu- 
lar even among eminent men of his own day for a rare combination of 
striking excellences ; the times, too, in which he lived, were rich in 
events the most conspicuous and interesting in all recent history ; and 
both furnish a theme that must at once test the abilities and reward 
the highest efforts of the genius that has been bold enough to se- 
lect it. 

The sketch of this hero and of his times which Mr. Grant has given 
us has hardly any higher merit than that of being a careful compilation 
of the materials which other writers had collected, put together with 
some regard to picturesque effect, and in the form of a minute narrative, 
with little attempt at a critical judgment of the facts, or any peculiar 
appreciation of character. The work shows little of that enthusiastic 
fondness for his subject, which carried Mark Napier through his suc- 
cessive volumes ; and nothing of the quaint and simple-hearted ear- 
nestness that pervades the memoir by Wishart. Nor has Mr. Grant 
added anything of importance to what we knew of Montrose's per- 
sonal history. Still, we are thankful to one who will present him 
to us in any new aspects, and revive the pleasant impressions that 
always accompany the remembrance of him. We may add, that in 
this volume we find more particular information in regard to the con- 
temporaries of Montrose, who were prominent actors in the events of 
that day, than in the other sketches of his life ; and that the value of 
it is somewhat enhanced by numerous pictoi-ial representations of per- 
sons and places connected with his history. 



16. — Codex Alexandrinus. H KAINH AIA9HKH. Novum Testa- 
mentum Grace ex antiquissimo Codice Alexandrino a C. G. Woipe 
olim descriptum ad Fidem istius Codicis denwt accuratius edidit 
B. H. Cowper. London : Williams and Norgate, and D. Nutt. 
New York : B. Westermann & Co. 1860. 8vo. pp. xl., 505. 

Many of our readers are aware that no manuscript of the New 
Testament exceeds the Alexandrian in critical importance. We are 
not certain that the portion of that manuscript (three of the four folios) 
containing the Old Testament and the Apocrypha has been sufficiently 
collated with other authorities to determine its value ; but the remain- 
ing folio has been employed to the utmost extent to which it could be 
made available in all modern labors on the text of the New Testament. 
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In 1786 Woide published a fac-simile of it. The present edition has 
Woide's for its basis ; but the text has been corrected by careful colla- 
tion with the manuscript, as well as with the readings given from it by 
other critics. It might indeed seem, at first thought, that a new tran- 
scription of the original would have been the fairer method of procedure. 
But the manuscript was in a much better state in Woide's time than 
now. and in many cases where his readings are now doubtful, they may 
have been beyond doubt when his edition appeared. In not a few 
places the ink has become so pale, that they can be read only by " the 
aid of a lens and in a strong light." At the same time, the ferruginous 
matter in the ink has eaten a vast number of minute holes in the parch- 
ment, often converting it into a tissue like lace-work, and thus occa- 
sionally rendering a reading doubtful. This manuscript has divided 
the learned world into two parties as to the reading of 1 Timothy 
iii. 1 6. The question is whether its original reading was ei [for eto?] 
t$avfpa>6t) or oi ((paptpasOt) (God, or who was manifested in the flesh). 
The former is the apparent reading now. But the line in the centre 
of the disputed letter, if it was really traced there, was traced with a 
slight touch, by a modern pen almost dry ; yet it may be the retouching 
of a more ancient and faded similar line. On the other hand, the vel- 
lum is at this place very thin ; a stroke coincident witli that sub lite 
confessedly forms a part of a letter on the other side of the leaf, and it 
is by no means certain that it may not be this last which, seen through 
the leaf, makes the O seem to be O. Of course the controversy can 
never be satisfactorily settled ; for with the increased age of the man- 
uscript it is becoming more and more difficult to determine whether the 
stroke belongs on one side of the leaf or on both. Mr. Cowper's In- 
troduction is well written, and contains a sketch of the history of the 
manuscript, and of the several hypotheses with reference to the time 
and place of its origin, with the reasons for them respectively. As to 
the accuracy with which the body of the work is executed, we, of course, 
have not the materials for forming an opinion. 



17. — Selections from the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments ; 
for Families and Schools. By the Rev. David Greene Haskins. 
Boston : E. P. Dutton & Co. 1861. 12mo. pp. 401, 36. 

Mr. Haskins has here undertaken a delicate and difficult work. 

The object of reading the Scriptures as a devotional service is of course 

attained, only when use is made of such portions as are intelligible and 

interesting to young persons and to those of a culture not far advanced. 
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